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Our List for 1955 


HE MAIN OBJECTIVE of the 
JPS Bookmark is to act as liaison 
between the Society’s directors and its 
members. With the adoption of the 
JPS list for 1955, it is only proper 
that members be permitted to look be- 
hind the scenes and find out for them- 
selves how and why these particular 
books were chosen. 
The Editorial Department of the 
ociety receives some 60 manuscripts 
of every description, annually. There 
have been years when the number of 
such projects (original manuscripts 
and translations from other lan- 
guages) rose to more than a hundred: 
but the average number is anywhere 
from 50 to 75, exclusive of mere ideas 
which are submitted without manu- 
script, or with perhaps a chapter or 
two accompanying an outline. These 
manuscripts are sifted until there are 
about 20 left which require submis- 
sion to members of the Publication 
Committee for their opinion and deci- 
sion. Frequently, the Committee and 
the Trustees must choose—not always 
a simple matter—between one manu- 
ript and another. The criteria are 
@::: the general good of Jewish 


ife, in terms of long-range cultural 
needs, and the appropriateness of a 
manuscript to the interests of the 
community at the moment. Now and 
then it is, of course, found impossible 
to publish a given work because such 
publication would take more money 


than the Society can afford. On the 
other hand, sometimes the Publication 
Committee and the Trustees find it 
impossible to resist a manuscript and 
accept it for publication at some 
future time—when funds are more 
ample. 

Why then were these ten books 
(eight titles) chosen for 1955? One 
reason is the continuance into 1955 of 
the Tercentenary celebration of Jew- 
ish settlement in this country. Having 
published five books bearing on Amer- 
ican Jewish life and history in 1954, 
we decided to publish five more (three 
titles) during the current year. 


Memoirs of American Jews 


One of these, MEMOIRS OF AMER- 
ICAN JEWS, consisting of three vol- 
umes (the third to be published in 
1956), is a series of excerpts from the 
autobiographies of American Jews. It 
was a surprise to all of us that so 
many autobiographies were in exist- 
ence, stored away in some half-for- 
gotten lumber room of the writer’s 
descendants. Professor Jacob R. Mar- 
cus discovered these manuscripts for 
the American Jewish Archives, over 
which he presides. In each case he 
gives a brief statement identifiying 
the person whose autobiography he 
uses, and provides the reader with the 
most interesting passages from the 
document. An introduction to the en- 
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Briefly noted... 


A reminder... 


Membership dues for 1955 are now 
payable. Your prompt payment will 
not only ensure early delivery of your 
1955 choice of books, but will be of 
great help to the JPS in our work. 

Have you sent your 1955 member- 
ship dues? Now is the time! 


Reprint Volumes on 
Herzl, U. S. Heroes 


Among the books for which there 
has been considerable demand but 
which have been out of print are Jew- 
ish Pioneers and Patriots, by Lee M. 
Friedman, originally published in 
1942 and reprinted in 1943, 1945 and 
1948; and Theodore Herzl, by Alex 
Bein, originally published in 1941 and 
reprinted in 1942, 1943, 1945 and 
1948. In both instances the authors 
have made extensive changes. 

Quite apart from the continued de- 
mand for these books, there is a cer- 
tain timeliness about republishing 
them now. Mr. Friedman’s book fits 
exceptionally well into the observance 
of the Tercentenary, since it offers 
highly interesting material, in a num- 
ber of areas, on Jewish participation 
in the development of the United 
States. Dr. Bein’s biography of Herzl 
is an authoritative and moving descrip- 
tion of the originator of Zionism and 
should be available during the current 
fiftieth anniversary of his death. The 
forthcoming edition of the Herzl vol- 
ume will be done in partnership with 
the English firm, The East and West 
Library, and will contain some sixty 
illustrations. 


A Heartwarming Letter 


Gentlemen: 

Enclosed find check for $5.00—re- 
newal of my subscription. I think it’s 
about the 28th year. I can read now 
very little as I am now on my 92nd 
year. My eyes are very dim, but I will 
not withdraw my subscription as long 
as possible. 

Respectfully yours, 
D. Blumenfeld 
So. St. Paul, Minnesota 











Our 


(Continued from previous page) 

tire work analyzes the part these m 
and women of the 19th century pla 
in the life of the country and, to som 
extent, of the Jewish community. 

The second title in this category, 
THREE YEARS IN AMERICA, also con- 
sisting of two volumes, is interesting 
in a different sense. Around the year 
1860, a Rumanian Jewish traveler, 
who called himself Benjamin the Sec- 
ond, spent three years in the United 
States. He took his name from Ben- 
jamin of Tudela, who, in the 12th cen- 
tury, had written an account of his 
journeys through the then known 
world. This second Benjamin also left 
a record of his experiences. In his day 
(as to some extent still), Europeans 
thought of the United States as a 
frontier settlement. Perhaps this is 
why Benjamin was attracted rei 
ly by California, which most clos 
resembled “the wild and wooly West.” 
Benjamin wrote in German, for Euro- 
pean Jews, and his work has never be- 
fore been translated. Indeed, even the 
German edition has been obtainable 
only with difficulty. The republication 
of this work in English (translation 
by Charles Reznikoff), with an intro- 
duction by Oscar Handlin, will, we 
hope, be a service to general Amer- 
ican historiography and a source of 
interest to our members. 


Synagogue Architecture 


The third title in our list dealing 
with Americana, THE AMERICAN SYN- 
AGOGUE, is a work on synagogue archi- 
tecture in the United States. Mr 
Rachel Wischnitzer, an architect * 
training and a historian of Jewis 
art, undertook to evaluate and de- 
scribe the architectural trends in 
American Jewish life. It is obvious 
that what the Jews believe and the 
manner in which Judaism functions 
in this country are reflected in the 
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form of the buildings they erect. In 


ese days, when so many synagogue 
j ildings are going up in such a vari- 


y of styles, this discussion of the 
backgrounds of our synagogue archi- 
tecture, complemented by the pictures 
of scores of synagogues which are in- 
cluded in the book, should prove 
stimulating and useful. 


THE AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK 
is somewhere on the border between 
Americana and general Judaica. The 
volume covering the year 1955 (to ap- 
pear in January, 1956) will be the 
57th of the series. Not all our mem- 
bers take the YEAR Book, but all prob- 
ably consider it a standard reference 
of inestimable value to researchers 
and information-seekers on every as- 
pect of Jewish life. 


@" General Volumes 

Of the four books of general Jewish 
interest being offered for the current 
year, one is an art book, one is fiction, 
one is a juvenile and one is in the field 
of religion. Each is a distinct contri- 
bution. 

The book of Jewish art also grew 
out of the Tercentenary. The New 
York Metropolitan Museum of Art de- 
cided, in connection with this event, 
to have an exhibit of works of ceremo- 
nial art indicating the underlying 
spiritual foundations of the Amer- 
ican Jewish community. The Jewish 
Museum in New York was invited to 
prepare this exhibit and the Society 
was happy to take part in the unique 
effort by compiling the illustrative 

d descriptive material. The book, 

Aititled, JEWISH CEREMONIAL ART, 
edited by Stephen S. Kayser, is now 
ready for distribution to our mem- 
bers. It is not only interesting but is 
an attractive show-piece. 

Extraordinary in its own way is the 
work of fiction which has been includ- 


ed in the list. Any number of books 
have been published on the subject of 
the Jewish tragedy in Europe in the 
30’s and 40’s. What was needed was 
a volume in which this indescribable 
tragedy would be summarized in stir- 
ring and highly imaginative form. We 
are convinced that Soma Morgenstern 
has done so in the symbolic trial scene 
which is the setting of his new novel, 
THE THIRD PILLAR. 

Finally, we shall have Dr. A. J. 
Heschel’s sequel to his stimulating 
discussion of religion which we pub- 
lished several years ago, under the 
title, MAN Is Not ALONE. This vol- 
ume, dealing more specifically with 
Judaism, its ceremonies and attitudes, 
is to be called A PHILOSOPHY OF JUDA- 
ISM. 


New Juvenile 


The children’s book for the current 
year, STORIES OF KING SOLOMON, is to 
be a sequel to the attractive STORIES 
OF KING DAVID, published some years 
ago. Here, too, Mrs. Freehof has col- 
lected and recast a number of legends 
from Jewish lore, this time dealing 
with King Solomon. Illustrated, the 
volume should prove as useful and 
popular as its predecessor continues 
to be. 


Deserves Support 


The above list should meet with 
general approval and satisfaction. It 
provides for almost every taste and 
makes available material of basic im- 
portance to the enhancement of Jew- 
ish life. It should, therefore, command 
the support of every member of the 
Jewish Publication Society—indeed, of 
everyone concerned with the literary 
and cultural advancement of our com- 
munity. Above all, it should encourage 
one and all to renew their support and 
make sure that their friends and 
neighbors join our ranks. 
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ing biblical characters, incidents, 

and whole books continues un- 
abated. Hardly a week passes in which 
a biblical hero or heroine is not re- 
vived for our amusement or edifica- 
tion. Abraham, Moses, David, Jere- 
miah, Esther, and Ruth appear to be 
special favorites, though Joshua, 
Daniel and Amos have not been neg- 
lected. Many of these novels are pieti- 
stic—some gentle Christian soul offer- 
ing an ancient worthy as an object 
lesson in the way of faith. Others are 
exercises in imagination, often indicat- 
ing pretensions at scholarship which 
are rarely adequate to cover the pre- 
judices of the author. It is sometimes 
hard to tell which of the two types is 
worse, the creators of plaster saints 
or the debunkers. 


The Lure of Hollywood 


The cynical might point out that, 
with the commercial success of such 
moving pictures as David and Bath- 
sheba and The Robe, which are 
‘“movieized” versions of earlier novels, 
fiction writers have become zealous 
in exploring the Scriptures for sim- 
ilar veins of literary and worldly gold. 
Added to this zest for financial re- 
turn, there is also undoubtedly an- 
other factor, namely, that many ac- 
tions and situations called “biblical’’ 
can hoodwink the censor of Church 
and State. Riotous scenes, varying 
degrees of nudity, voluptuous love- 
making manage to win a measure of 
justification on the ground that “It’s 
in the Bible!” 


But, if historical novels were moti- 
vated only by such considerations, 
literature would be in a depressing 
state. That some—perhaps many — 
biblical novels have been created for 
these reasons cannot explain the mag- 
nificent creations by great writers like 
Thomas Mann, Franz Werfel and 
Richard Beer-Hoffmann, or by fiction 
writers of lesser genius but of genu- 


(eo SPATE OF NOVELS involv- 


The B 
As a Soufce' 


By Mortimer J. Cohen 


Author of Pathways Through the Bible 
and Jacob Emden: A Man of Contro- 
versy. Rabbi of Congregation Beth Sho- 
lom, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ine worth and significance like Irving 
Fineman, Louis Unterberg and Vardis 
Fisher. These and others too numer- 
ous to mention have turned to the 
Bible for their themes and have pro- 
duced works of lasting value. It would 
be interesting and profitable to ques- 


ers—at least those still in the la 
of the living—as to why they turne 
to the Bible for their literary mate- 
rial. Surely these writers could not 
have run dry of themes and charac- 
ters. 


tion such serious-minded fiction i F 


Challenge to the Writer 


One reason why writers turn to the 
Bible as a literary source, may be 
found in the nature of the Bible itself. 
Its portrayals of characters and inci- 
dents are both brief and challenging. 
Obviously much is implied behind the 
events described. Gaps in sequence 
and motivation at one time served as 
the basis for much of the ancient 
midrashic material produced by the 
rabbis of old, and they have continued 
through the ages to stimulate t 
imaginations of authors. The tempt 
tion is always great to fill in the gaps 
and make biblical characters plausible. 
Not all who are thus tempted have 
the knowledge, the insight or the 
literary ability to bring the past to 
life; but those who have the requisite 


— 
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Mortimer J. Cohen 





qualities perform an inestimable serv- 
ice in many ways. 

A gifted fiction writer, in the second 
place, aspires to be more than a mere 
teller of tales; he is a man with a 
message. This message may be a 
philosophy of life which he would 
bring to the rest of his generation, 
a new insight into human character 
and destiny, or a critique of social 

d national values. Whatever it may 
re, he needs to establish channels of 
communication between himself and 
those whom he would influence. 


Universal Types 


He may create characters to convey 
his message. He may also turn, beyond 


his nation, even beyond his genera- 
tion, to the treasure houses of man- 
kind’s spiritual experience to find per- 
sonalities that he can use to interpret 
his thoughts. The test they must 
meet is that of familiarity to most 
men, so that they can be symbols of 
the spiritual message which the 
author seeks to convey. Such writers 
turn to the Bible, therefore, as their 
channel of communication, for the 
Bible holds a unique place in the life 
and literature of almost all mankind. 
Its venerable figures of patriarchs, 
warriors, sages, singers and prophets 
are counted as integral parts of the 
living spiritual tradition of the human 
race. They are ready-to-hand charac- 
ters familiar to men everywhere. They 
are universal types, and their experi- 
ences are universal experiences, emi- 
nently fitted to serve as the channels 
of universal communication. 


Author’s Achievement 


Thus, the fiction writers bring both 
a third and a fourth dimension to 
the pages of the Bible. Names that 
to the unimaginative have been merely 
names are endowed with feelings, 
thoughts, passions and motivations; 
they are projected into the third 
dimension of humanness. They are 
brought closer to us without diminish- 
ing the intrinsic worth of the Bible. 
At the same time, the gifted author 
gives these characters an element of 
continuity, so that they live beyond 
the pages of the Bible, right on into 
our own day, illustrating for us the 
social, political, economic and religious 
forces which are less vivid in our 
complex, turgid and challenging age. 


Illustration: Mann’s Joseph 


We can offer here but one illustra- 
tion. The most ambitious, and pos- 
sibly the greatest, novel of our time 
is Thomas Mann’s JOSEPH AND His 
BROTHERS. It is a novel which re- 


(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 


quires careful reading; but its re- 
wards cannot be measured or fully 
evaluated. It is a monument of the 
creative imagination that carries a 
universal message to all mankind 
through the most human of the Bible 
stories—one that almost every child 
and adult must know. Thomas Mann 
has breathed into this biblical tale 
his philosophy of life born out of the 
travail of two world wars. 


The March of Humanity 


In 1,207 closely printed pages—de- 
veloped out of 19 pages of the Holy 
Scriptures — Thomas Mann portrays 
the character of Joseph. But it is 
really humanity he is portraying as 
it moves from its narcissistic admira- 
tion of personal power, through the 
agonies of the “pits” (the two World 
Wars), into the world of tomorrow, 
where man will become Social Man, 
the Provider of the needs of all. From 
self-centered man to other-centered 
man marks the spiritual growth of 
Joseph in the Bible; it describes also 
the epic progress of Humanity ever 
rising through its experiences to 
world vision and world responsibility. 


An Immense Service 


Irving Fineman’s Jacob, Franz 
Werfel’s Jeremiah, and a number of 
other biblical characters serve sim- 
ilarly to focus attention on the possi- 
bility of using the ancient sacred Book 
to make our life more intelligible and 
its spiritual failings more instructive. 
Such use of the Bible is not only 
legitimate, it is in line with the nature 
and objective of the sacred Book. 

Most fiction writers use the Bible 
to live off it. The genuine artists make 
it possible for us to live by it. 





Worth Your While 











From time to time the Bookmark 
will call to the attention of its reader, 
such reading matter, not published b 
the Jewish Publication Society, as de- 
serves special attention. These books 
and articles will not be presented in 
the form of reviews, but rather as 
recommendations to the members of 
the Society and its friends, so that 
they do not overlook something worth- 
while. We do not distribute the titles 
listed below; we suggest you order 
them from your regular bookseller. 


Quite recently the United Nations’ 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) published, 
as part of its series, a pamphlet en- 
titled: JEWISH THOUGHT AS A FACTOR 
IN CIVILIZATION. The author is Leo 
Roth, formerly Professor of Philos 
phy at the Hebrew University in Jeru- 
salem and for a while its Rector. Pro- 
fessor Roth takes up the fundamental 
principles of Judaism, both biblical and 
post-biblical, and shows how they af- 
fected the civilization of the West. It 
is an extraordinarily worthwhile dis- 
cussion, brief and to the point, and 
may be obtained for only 40 cents, 
plus postage, by writing to the Amer- 
ican distributors—the Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, in New York. 


If you are interested in a historical 
discussion, well written and relevant 
to contemporary problems, look into 
Judd L. Teller’s SCAPEGOAT OF REVO- 
LUTION. Mr. Teller has a racy style 
and a good appreciation of what & 
going on about us. He applies Jewis 
experience in the past to Jewish ex- 
perience in the present, so that his 
book is an intelligent, absorbing dis- 
cussion of current problems. It is a 
volume of some 350 pages, published 
by Scribner’s, and sells for $4.50. 
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Jewish Bibles in Hotel Rooms 


® The Gideons have done a remarkable 
job in the United States. Entering 
a hotel room, you know that you will 
find at least two books: the Bible and 
the telephone directory. Just how 
many people use these Bibles is hard 
to tell. But they are there, just in 
case. 


The very resourceful Trude Weiss- 
Rosmarin, journalist, lecturer and au- 
thor, recently suggested that the Jew- 
ish Publication Society’s translation of 
the Bible be put into every room of 
the fairly numerous Jewish hotels in 
this country. It struck us as a brilliant 
idea and we acted upon it. One of the 
large and apparently successful Jew- 
ish (kosher) hotels was offered our 
@: at no more than cost to the 

ociety; but the owner of the hotel 
begged to be excused from any such 
arrangement. He argued that he 
would be glad to put a copy of the 
Bible in each room if he received it 
free. Unfortunately, the Jewish Pub- 
lication Society is not the Gideons 
Society. The latter draws upon re- 





Jeanette W. Rosenbaum 


We 
tragic loss in the passing, long before 
her time, of Jeanette W. Rosenbaum. 


have suffered a serious and 


A year ago, the Jewish Publication 
Society published her book, MYER 
MYERS, GOLDSMITH, a beautifully 
done biography of this Colonial crafts- 
man. Mrs. Rosenbaum was planning 
to continue her work in a related field. 
We have lost a capable author and a 
beautiful spirit. 


May she rest in peace. 














Added Matter Available 
For JPS Bibliography 


During the final stages in the pre- 
paration of our volume Of Making 
Many Books, issued in 1953, some of 
the prefatory material submitted by 
Dr. Joshua Bloch was overlooked. We 
uggest that those who have copies of 
the volume write in for this material. 
It is ready in such form as to be easily 
slipped into the book. 

The volume is an annotated list of 
the books issued by the Jewish Pub- 
lication Society from 1890 to 1951. It 
is available as a membership selection. 











ligious-minded Protestant groups who 
make the distribution of the Christian 
Bible (Old and New Testament) pos- 
sible. There is no similar Jewish 
group; and the Society itself, occu- 
pied as it is with its publication pro- 
gram, cannot afford to distribute the 
Bible gratis. 


Sidelight on Jewish Life 


We offer this news item as a side- 
light on American Jewish life. For 
all we know, there may still be some 
Jews who would rather stay indoors 
in a hotel room on some rainy after- 
noon than arrange for a game in the 
card-room, and so might be tempted 
to open a Bible if it were at hand. 
The question remains: upon whom 
does the obligation rest of making 
such copies of the Bible available? 
Does it rest upon the owner of the 
hotel, or upon some Jewish group or 
combination of individuals who con- 
sider the widespread distribution of 
the Bible among Jews a matter of 
public benefit? 





the JPS bookmark 





JEWISH 
LAW 


LORE 





MEMBERSHIP SELECTIONS—The six 
books pictured above are now available. 
A Jewish Tourist’s Guide to the U.S., by 
Postal and Koppman, is the very popular 
Baedeker of Jewish points of interest 
throughout America. Jewish Ceremonial 
Art (see Pg. 1, story on 1955 list) is the 
expanded catalogue of the New York ex- 
hibit of Jewish art objects, profusely il- 
lustrated. The American Jewish Year 
Book is, of course, the standard reference 


‘ican 
Jewish 
Year Book 


1955 








work on American Jewish life. On Ji 
Law and Lore is a selection of essays b 

the late Prof. Louis Ginzberg on Talmud, 
folklore, the Halakha and other aspects 
of law and legend (available at the end 
of this month). In The Responsa Litera- 
ture Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof discusses 
the living body of Jewish law as it has 
been interpreted by the great rabbis 
through the ages. Awakened by Margaret 
Abrams is a novel of Jewish life in one 
of the smaller American communities. 
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Application for second class 
mailing privilege is pending 
at Philadelphia, Pa. 











